
Draft FY 2019-2022 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) 

 
The public comment period for the Southern Alleghenies RPO FFY 2019-2022 Transportation 

Improvement Program (TIP) was held May 4, 2018 – June 4, 2018. An announcement ran in the 

following local newspapers: Bedford Gazette, Fulton County News, Huntingdon Daily News, and 

Somerset Daily American. Proof of publication for these notices is attached. The announcement was also 

included on the SAP&DC website. Copies of the TIP were available for viewing at the county planning 

commissions, PennDOT District office, SAP&DC office, and on dedicated 2019-2022 TIP webpage on the 

SAP&DC website.  

 
Four public hearings to discuss the Draft TIP were held at the following locations: 
 

• May 17, 2018 @ 5:00 PM, 205 Penn Street, Annex 1, Huntingdon, PA 16652 

• May 22, 2018 @ 10:00 AM, Fulton County Commissioners Office, 116 Market Street, Suite 203, 
McConnellsburg, PA 17233 

• May 22, 2018 @ 1:00 PM, Bedford County Office Building, Room 303, 200 S. Juliana Street, 
Bedford, PA 15522 

• May 23, 2018 @ 9:30AM, Somerset County Office Building, 2nd Floor Regional Center, 300 N. 
Center Ave., Somerset, PA 15501 

 
Copies of the TIP along with other supporting maps and documentation were available for review. A 
brief presentation summarizing the TIP process and highlighting planned projects specific to each county 
was given. Attendees were then provided the opportunity for questions or comments. SAP&DC also 
offered to make accommodations if special assistance was required to attend a hearing. Sign-in sheets 
from the hearings are attached. 
 
The following is a summary of all comments received during the public comment period: 

 
Comments Received During Public Hearings 

 

McConnellsburg Borough, Fulton County - May 22, 2018 10:00 am 

TIP and Current Project Discussion 

• Noted that PennDOT Connects has made a positive impact in District 9. 

• Commissioner Lynch proposed a truck pull-off on Route 16 on the mountain coming from the 

county line. PennDOT is currently looking at the project. 

• The intersection of Old Route 30 and Route 16 beside the Sheetz in town is a safety concern. 

Stop signs are being ignored by motorists and has resulted in dangerous speeds through town. 

There has been near misses and resulting property damage, but currently no fatalities have 

occurred at this intersection. 

o Discussed the safety issues with intersection of Route 16 in town. A new building is 

being built that is closer to the road than the previous. Truck turning is a safety issue. 



The idea of a roundabout at the Old Route 30 - US 16 intersection was introduced and 

discussed by Commissioners McCray and Ulsh. 

• The safety of Plum Hollow Road was discussed. Because the road looks like a merge lane, 

motorists increase speeds into town. Possible solutions discussed were speed bumps, stop signs, 

blinking lights, or refiguring the road’s angle. 

• The intersection of US 522 – Old Route 30 was not on this year’s TIP but is on Fulton County 

Planning Director’s list of projects. 

• The misalignment of the center line of Aughwick Rd. was relayed and District 9 is going to look 

into the project. 

Previous Project Discussion 

• $800,000 funding has been added to the Fulton County Medical Center local access road. Bids 

open Thursday, May 24, 2018. 

• The results of the JLG intersection, a previous project from 2014, was discussed. The 

intersection was not much help according to Commissioner Ulsh and Mary K. Seville. Some 

complaints were that the project did not go through the correct process as it was being pushed 

and influenced by higher levels of government. The project ultimately resulted in unnecessary 

county spending. 

• Turning signs previously placed on Old Route 30 have helped with the safety of motorists 

considerably. High friction surface will be laid down in the near future. Safety concerns were 

relayed surrounding the slipperiness of painted arrows.   

 

Bedford Borough, Bedford County – May 22, 2018 1:00 pm 

TIP and Current Project Discussion 

• The mismatch between counties and municipalities relating to PennDOT Connects is a recurring 

problem. Examples of municipalities not knowing about the program were shared.  

• Concerns about the participation levels in the 2021 round of PennDOT Connects were discussed. 

Projects from the 2019 round are to be started in the fall of 2020, leaving municipalities second 

guessing the programs turnaround. 

• Further discussion of the PennDOT Connects program shall take place at the next PennDOT 

Connects workshop. 

• Ideas were passed around about extending the TIP project evaluation period. The TIP would 

continue to be updated every 2 years, but projects would be considered every 5 years, in 

accordance with the LRTP updates. This could create a more robust list that meeting participants 

would like to see in the future. 

• Participants would like to see stronger similarities between projects from the TIP and LRTP as a 

result of this change. 

 

 

 



Huntingdon Borough, Huntington County – May 17, 2018 5:00pm 

TIP and Current Project Discussion 

• Participants expressed interest in expanded rail service 

• A fixed route feasibility study should not ignore Mount Union. The area has seven housing 

developments and a route would benefit low income populations. 

• Oriskany Road is a location used for additional parking to access 1000 steps, a tourist/hiking 

attraction. There is a high volume of pedestrian crossing to the trail and to the gas station 

nearby, which is a safety concern. 

• Storm water culverts have created a safety concern for Huntingdon County. 

o  PennDOT will address these issues as they resurface the problem areas. 

• Active Transportation Committee would like to see rumble strips that are easier for bicyclists to 

traverse.   

o Participants asked if medians on Route 22 and Route 26 could be reviewed. A lesser 

standard of rumble strips was considered. 

o Some sections/transitions of the bridges have issues. 

Previous Project Discussion 

• Issues with Huntingdon-Bedford-Fulton Area Agency on Aging (HBFAAA) 

o Identified that only certain routes are available on certain days. 

o Mentioned that eco-lane scares elderly riders away. 

o PUC- bus routes should be open. 

▪ No through service. 

 

Somerset Borough, Somerset County – May 23, 2018 9:30AM 

• No general public were in attendance. 

 



Draft FY 2019-2022 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) 

 

The Southern Alleghenies Planning & Development Commission (SAP&DC) serves as the Rural 

Planning Organization (RPO) for transportation planning and programming for the counties of 

Bedford, Fulton, Huntingdon, and Somerset. SAP&DC, in coordination with the Pennsylvania 

Department of Transportation (PennDOT) and the four rural counties, has prepared the region’s 

Draft FY 2019-2022 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP.)  

 

The Draft TIP is available for a 30-day public review and comment period beginning on May 4, 

2018 and ending on June 4, 2018. Copies of the documents are available for review at the 

following locations: 

• SAP&DC, Altoona, PA 

• PennDOT District 9-0, Hollidaysburg, PA 

• Bedford County Planning Commission, Bedford, PA 

• Fulton County Planning Commission, McConnellsburg, PA 

• Huntingdon County Planning Commission, Huntingdon, PA 

• Somerset County Planning Commission, Somerset, PA 

• SAP&DC Website 

 

Public hearings to discuss the Draft TIP and have been scheduled at the following locations: 

 

• May 17, 2018 @ 5:00 PM, 205 Penn Street, Annex 1, Huntingdon, PA 16652 

• May 22, 2018 @ 10:00 AM, Fulton County Commissioners Office, 116 Market Street, 

Suite 203, McConnellsburg, PA 17233 

• May 22, 2018 @ 1:00 PM, Bedford County Office Building, Room 303, 200 S. Juliana 

Street, Bedford, PA 15522 

• May 23, 2018 @ 9:30AM, Somerset County Office Building, 2nd Floor Regional Center, 

300 N. Center Ave., Somerset, PA 15501 

 

The Southern Alleghenies Rural Transportation Coordinating Committee will approve the FY 

2019-2022 TIP at a public meeting on June 20, 2018. The meeting begins at 10:00 AM at the 

SAP&DC, 3 Sheraton Drive, Altoona, PA. 

 

If you require special assistance to attend these meetings, or if you would like additional 

information or to provide comment on the Draft TIP, please contact Brandon Peters, 

Transportation Program Manager, at (814) 949-6543 or bpeters@sapdc.org. Comments can also 

be sent via fax at (814) 949-6505 or mail at SAP&DC, 3 Sheraton Drive, Altoona, PA 16601. 

Comments will be accepted through June 4, 2018.   

 

mailto:bpeters@sapdc.org
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